Hudson Valley
Palatine Loyalists
in the
Revolutionary War

A Family Legend of a
Hessian Ancestor

Family Tree Finkell

Johann Philip Finckel and Anna Catharina
(1688 - 1725) (1685 - 1747)
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George Finckel Johannes Finckel
(1746 -1802) (1755 - 1823)

What are my ancestors
doing in Canada?




My ancestors
were Loyalists?!

FOR LE 58

FIGHTING FOR THE King
s

Thomas B. Allen
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Bringing 2 "Facts"
Together

The Hessian Finckel
The Canadian Finkle’s

“A hidden facet of American
history is the fact that many
colonists chose to take up
arms to defend their rightful
ruler, King George lll. The
exact number of loyalists who
bore arms will probably never
be fully determined.”
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lese men believed as passionately
N their cause as the patriots. The
stakes were the same: their rights as
property owners and citizens of the
Jand. As in any war, there are winners
and losers. The loyalists lost, and

Who Were They?

soon found there was no place for
them in their native land. America's
loss was great; Canada, however,
grew due to the talents and strengths
of these men.”
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Reasons for
Palatine Loyalism

‘The Battle of Saratoga

Loyalist Units Included
Jessup’s Rangers from the
Upper Hudson Valley
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The French and Indian War

German / Lutheran
Philosophy of Government

The Local Aristocracy of the
Patroon System

The Aftermath of Defeat
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Lieut. Henry Simmons’ Soldiers
Going to Canada

1. John Simmons Sgt.
3. Wil Sol
5. Balser Simmon
T h e J 0 u r n a I Of 7. Jacob Bonistiel
9. Aberm Reyfeberger
- . Jacob Hes
Lt. Henry Simmons Nkl Hofman
. Fridrich Becker
. John Eisselstein
. Pitter Hagetorn
. David Hofman
. Philip Bonisteil
. John Schertz
. John Lieb

2. Gord Raus
4. Henry Finckel
6. Henry Enderson
8. Andres Miller
10. Pitter Stieuer
12. Conrath Rosman
14. Aberm Scot
16. Pitter Eisselstein
. John Meikel
. Vallendin Herman
. Jost Hofman
. John Bork
. Matis Runs

Rev. Johann Samuel
Schwerdtfeger

Loyalism in the Hoosick Valley
by Bernard C. Young




“The Gilead Lutheran Church
played no small part in
fostering Loyalist sentiment in
the East Manor of
Rensselaerwyck. The pastor at
Gilead, Rev. Schwerdtfeger
was a staunch Loyalist and
made sure his parishioners
knew their duty.”

“They were second (and
third) generation Palatine
Germans whose fathers
had worked in the tar
camps of Livingston
Manor.”
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“Over 30 percent of the men
who volunteered on the
British side in the Battle of
Bennington in August 1777
belonged to the Gilead
Lutheran Church of Brunswick.
Many never returned to their
homes again.”

“Franz Joseph Pfister
commanded

500 Loyalist soldiers
at the Battle of Bennington.
I'/3 of his troops came from

Gilead Lutheran Church.
Pfister was a member of the
church himself.”
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What happened to the R ETNLO e in
Loyalists when the war

ey Canada

FINKLE, John and Jacob ORDER IN COUNCIL 1797
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B Henry Simmons and Jessup’s

New York and Ontario L
Rangers

Revy. Schwerdtfeger and Gilead
Church

QOutcasts in America, but
Heroes in Canada
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Military Coronet of a Loyalist

United Empire Loyalists
Ut

UEL's 1934 10c Stamp UEL's 1984 32c¢ Stamp
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oyalist Landing Site in Kingston, Ontario

-

LOYALIST LANDING AT CATARACOUI 1784

Following the end of the American Revolution in 1783
Frederick Haldimand, Governor of Quebec approved the
resettlement of loyalist refugees in what 1s now southern
Ontarfo. Fayourable reports on the Cataracout area led to
its occupation by British forces in the spring of 1783 and
to the commencement of sur ys the following October. In
June 1784 = party of Associated Loyalists from New York
State under the command of Captain Michael Grass, part
of a loyalist flotilla travelling from Montreal, established
a camp here on Mississauga Point. Grass later recalied-
“Tled the loyal band, I pointed out to them the site of their
future metropolis and gained for persecuted principles a
sanctuary, for myself and followers a home”

alist Landing Site at Adolphustown, Ontario

P

Grave - Born in Albany, New York Died in Bath, Ontario

THE LOYALIST LANDING PLACE
1784

On June 16.1784. a party of some 250, United Empire
Loyal, landed from bateaux near this sife and
established the first permanent white settlement in
Adolphustown Township. ' They had sailed from New.York
in the'fall of under the leadership Ot MAIOr Dotee
Van Alstine (1747-1811). a ‘Loyalist of Dutch ancestry.
and sed the winter at Sorel. Van Alstine was fater
"’. -:5‘( & appe d a Ju: of thegpe: represented s, area
.‘H{"Tta AT in thel first Legislative ASSCrEly of Upper. Canata and

built at Glerora the earliest grist=mill-in| Prince
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yalist Memorial Church in Adolphustown, Ontario

LOYALIST MEMORIAL CHURCI

The first Anglicans of Adolphustown were Loyalists who
arrived in 1784. Early se ere conducted at the home
of Nicholas Hagerman by the Rev. John Langhorn who, from
178710 1813 was the resident missionary for the Townships
of Ernesttown and Fredericksburgh. In 1822 a frame church
named St Pauls was builf, which still stands Just west of
this site. In that year Adolphustown became a missfon and
Its first resident clergyman, the Rgy Job Deacon, served
untfl 1850, The present Church of St: Alban-the-Martyr,
erected 1884-88, was built through public subscriptions as
a memorial to the Loyalists of the area, s

Erected by the Ontario Archaeologiugl andg Historle  Sites " Board.
o

Henr)_/ Finkle U.E.L.
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